Introduction
Panchayati Raj Institutions are the local selfgoverning bodies consisting of elected representatives from rural areas. The term "panchayat" is a Sanskrit word, which means assembly (Ayat) of five (Panch) wise and respected elders chosen and accepted by the local community and "Raj" literary means "governance" or "government". Conceptually, panchayat can be described as an assembly of the village people or their representatives. It enables participation of people, particularly weaker sections of the society in the decision making process and local self-management. It is a people institution and generally has a three-tier structure at the district, block and village levels. The study was conducted on 200 Gram Panchayat members in 38 Gram Panchayats of Imphal-East and Bishnupur districts of Manipur. Proportionate random sampling method was followed for selection of the respondents. Interview schedule was the main tools used in the present study to collect data from the respondents. For this purpose the Socioeconomic Status scale-Rural constructed and standardized by Pareek and Trivedi (1964) was used. The scale consisted of 8 items viz. caste, occupation education, family size, family type, Social participation, Land, house, Material possession. The Socio-economic Status of the Gram Panchayat members was obtained by summation of scores of all the eight items. In addition, the age of the Gram Panchayat members were also found out. The finding reveals that about 90.5 percent of the Gram Panchayat members belonged to middle class and only 8.5 percent belonged to upper class socio-economic status. 
K e y w o r d s

Objective of study
To find out the socio-economic status a of the Gram Panchayat members of Manipur
Materials and Methods
The study was conducted in two districts of Manipur, namely, Imphal-East and Bishnupur districts. The district of Imphal-East has 3 Blocks namely Imphal East-I, Imphal East II and Jiribam and Bishnupur district has 2 Blocks namely, Moirang and Bishnupur. Out of five Blocks in two districts, only four Blocks, viz. Imphal East-I and Imphal East-II from Imphal-East district and Bishnupur and Moirang Blocks from Bishnupur district were selected purposively. The Jiribam Block under Imphal East district has been excluded since it is far away from the Imphal city. Socio-economic profile of the members was studied by measuring different components of their socio-economic status. For this purpose the Socio-economic Status scale-Rural constructed and standardized by Pareek and Trivedi (1964) was used. The scale consisted of 8 items viz. caste, occupation, education, family size, family type, Social participation, Land, house, Material possession. The Socioeconomic Status of the Gram Panchayat members was obtained by summation of scores of all the eight items. In addition, the age of the Gram Panchayat members were also found out.
Keeping in mind the objective of the study and the parameters to be studied an interview schedule was prepared to collect primary data from the respondents through personal interview. Collected data were analysed by using simple statistical tools viz frequency and percentage.
Results and Discussion
The socio-economic status of the Gram Panchayat members were identified in terms of caste, occupation education, family size, family type, Social participation, Land, house, Material possession, The data are presented in Table 1 .
Caste
It was found that majority (70.5 percent) of the Gram Panchayat members belonged to Other Backward Castes (OBC) category followed by 29.5 percent of the members in General category. There was no SC/ST member. The reason is that majority of the population in the study area belonged to OBC category.
Occupation
The Gram Panchayat members were predominantly cultivators as 31 percent of the members belonged to this category followed by 26 percent of members had independent profession; 24 percent was businessman and 19 percent were teachers. The study was conducted in rural and semi-urban areas and members belonged to agricultural families with land-holdings. This was the reason for higher percentage of members having "cultivation" as their primary occupation.
Education
The Gram Panchayat members were, in general, well educated. It was found that about 31 percent of the members had high school level education, 26.5 percent members were graduate and above. Middle school passed members were 25.5 percent followed by 17 percent of the members completed primary level education. The reason is that with the change in society from traditional to modern, education became more formal, systematically organized and bureaucratized. And, in the modern society, it is compulsory.
Family type
It was found that 60.5 percent of the Gram Panchayat members belonged to single family and 39.5 percent were in joint family type. The reason is that their families were broken soon after the marriage of their sons who wanted to live separately because of their lower economic conditions. Further, migration in search of children"s education, job, etc. motivates many to have nuclear families.
Family size
Big family size was rather predominant as 70.5 percent of the members had family size above 5 members and 29.5 percent of the members had family size below 5 members. This is due to little awareness among the people (members) regarding the advantages of small family norms.
Social participation
Social participation refers to involvement of the respondent"s in formal community /village work or as office bearer in organization. The Gram Panchayat members had low social participation. In addition to being member of the Gram Panchayat, 31 percent of the members were member in another one organization and 27 percent of the members had membership in more than one organization. Nineteen percent members were office-bearer in one organization and 9 percent members were office bearer in more than one organisation.
Land
In Manipur thirty seven percent of Gram Panchayat members had land holding between 5-10 acres and 24 percent of the members possessed 10-15 acres of land. Nineteen percent had land holding between 1-5 acres. The percentage of big land holdings (15-20 acres) members were 12.5 percent while negligible percent (4 percent) had land holding above 20 acres and less than 1 acre. The reason of reduction in land holding was due to increasing trend of nuclear families and inheritance law of land in the State. 
Material Possession
All the Gram Panchayat members had television at their home, 95.5 percent of the members had radio, 93 percent had mobile phone, 86.5 percent had cycle, 78 percent had refrigerator, 48.5 percent had two wheeler and 39 percent had improved agricultural implements and 17.5 percent had bullock cart in their house.
Socio-economic Status
The overall socio-economic status indicated that about 90.5 percent of the Gram Panchayat members belonged to middle class and only 8.5 percent belonged to upper class. Mondal (1991) Table- 3 further revealed that 64.5 percent of the Gram Panchayat members were middle aged i.e. 36-50 years old. About 18.5 percent of the members were old aged i.e. above 50 years of age and only 17 percent of the members were young in age i.e. upto 35 years. Dhakne (2002) in his study on "Village leadership patterns and role of leaders in developmental activities" revealed that majority (74 percent) of rural leaders were found to be in middle age category followed by old age category (20 percent) while the smaller number of leaders (6 percent) belonged to the younger age category. 
Acknowledgments
I take this opportunity to convey my deepest sense of respect and heartfelt gratitude to my guide Prof. Sagar Mondal, Department of Agriculture Extension, Bidhan Chandra Krishi Viswavidyalaya, Mohanpur, Nadia for encouraging inspiration and constructive criticisms during the course of investigation and also during the preparation of the manuscript. I would like to convey my thanks to Lovely Professional University for extending full cooperation in completion of my paper providing free time.
